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AUSTRO-RUSSIAN PROMISE OF MUTUAL NEUTRALITY.    1904.
Joint Declaration of Austria-Hungary and Russia in regard to the
maintenance of neutrality by either if the other is at war.
St. Petersburg, October 2/15, 1904.
The undersigned, duly authorized by their August Sovereigns, have met together today at the Imperial Ministry of Foreign Affairs to sign the following Declaration:
Austria-Hungary and Russia, united by identical views as to the conservative policy to be followed in the Balkan countries, and much satisfied with the result obtained so far by their close collaboration, are firmly decided to persevere in this course. Happy to record once more this understanding, the Cabinets of Vienna and of St. Petersburg attach great importance to offering each other in due form a mark of friendship and reciprocal confidence.
It is with this purpose that the two Powers have come to an agreement to observe a loyal and absolute neutrality in case one of the two Parties signatory to this Declaration should find itself, alone and without provocation on its part, in a state of war with a third Power which sought to endanger its security or the status quo; the maintenance of which constitutes the basis of their understanding, as pacific as it is conservative.
The engagement between Austria-Hungary and Russia stipulated in the above naturally does not apply to the Balkan countries, whose destinies are obviously closely attached to the agreement established between the two neighboring Empires. The said engagement is understood to remain valid so long as these two great Powers shall pursue their policy of an understanding
The ratification is lacking, since the Treaty was rendered valid by this declara-ion with the authority of both Chiefs of State.